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"Memorized knowledge is information which in gendratetained by
man unwritten in his memory: information tied up with the human
mechanisms of memory, and for that reason prone to different

transformations. Those changes may result from the failure of

memory®.
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"No doubt, one of the most gruesome forms of thestsuibion of
numbers for personal identity were the concentration-camps which

survivors still wear*™,
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El Zorab

poezie
de George Cosbuc

La pasa vine un arab,

Cu ochii stinsi, cu graiul slab.

- " Sunt, pasa, neam de beduin,
Si de la Bab-el-Mandeb vin

Sa vand pe El-Zorab.

Arabii toti rasar din cort,

Sa-mi vada roibul, cand il port
Si-l joc in frau si-l las la trap!
Mi-e drag ca ochii mei din cap

Si nu l-as da nici mort.

Dar trei copii de foame-mi mor!
Uscat e cerul gurii lor;

Si de amar indelungat,
Nevestei mele i-a secat

Al laptelui izvor!

Ai mei pierduti sunt, pds toti;
O, mantuie-i, de vrei,&poti!
Da-mi bani pe cal! Ca sunt sarac!
Da-mi bani! Daca-l gasesti pe plac,
Da-mi numai céat socoti!"
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El poarta calul, dand ocaol,
In trap grabit, in pas domol,
Si ochii pasei mari s-aprind;
Carunta-i barba netezind
Sta mut, de suflet gol.

- "O mie de techini primesti?"”
- "0, pasa, cat de darnic esti!
Mai mult decéat in visul meu!
Sa-ti rasplteasd Dumnezeu,

Asa cum imi pitesti!"

Arabul ia, cu ochii plini

De zambet, miia de techini -
De-acum, de-acum ei sunt scapati,
De-acum vor fi si ei bogati,

N'or cere la straini!

Nu vor trai sub cort in fum,
Nu-i vor cersi copiii'n drum,
Nevasta lui se va'ntrema;
Si vor avea si ei ce da

Saracilor de-acum! -

El stringe banii mai cu foc,

Si pleaca, beat de mult noroc,
Si-alearga dus de-un singur gand,
Deodata insa, tremurind,

Se-ntoarce, sta pe loc.

Se uita lung la bani, si pal

Se clatina, ca dus de-un val,
Apoi la cal priveste drept;

Cu pasii rari, cu fruntea'n piept,

S'apropie de cal.
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Cuprinde gatul lui plangand
Si-n aspra-i coama ingropand
Obrajii palizi: - "Pui de leu,
Suspina trist. Odorul meu,

Tu stii ca eu te vand!

Copiii mei nu s'or juca
Mai mult cu frunze'n coama ta,

Nu te-or petrece la izvor,

De-acum smochini, din mana lor,

Ei n'or avea cui da!

Ei nu vor mai iesi cu drag
Sa'ntinda mainile din prag.

Sa-i iau cu mine'n sea pe rand!
Ei nu vor mai iesi razand

In calea mea sirag!

Copiii mei cum 8-i imbun?
Nevestei mele ceis spun,
Cand va'ntreba de El-Zorab?
Va rade'ntregul neam arab
De bietul Ben-Ardun!

Raira, tu nevasta mea

Pe El-Zorab nu-I vei vedea
De-acum, urmandu-te la pas,
Nici Tn genunchi la al tau glas

El nu va mai cadeal

Pe-Ardun al tau, pe Ben-Ardun
N-ai si-l mai vezi in zbor nebun
Pe urma unui soim usor,

Ca ¢-ti impuste soimu'n zbor;

Nu-i vei pofti: Drum bun!
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Nu vei zambi, cum salta’'n vant
Ardun al tau in alb vestmant;
Si ca 4 simti sosirea lui,

Mai mult de-acum tu n'cagui
Urechea la amant!

O, calul meu! Tu, fala mea,
De-acum eu nu te voi vedea
Cum tii tu narile’n pmant

Si coada ta fuior in vant,

In zbor de rdnduneal!

Cum mesteci spuma alba'n frau,
Cum joci al coamei galben rau,
Cum iei pamantul in galop

Si cum te-asterni ca un potop

De trasnete'n pustiu!

Stia pustiul de noi doi

Si zarea se'ngrozea de noi -
Si tu de-acum al cui vei fi?
Si cine te va mai scuti

De vanturi si de ploi?

Nu vor grai cu tine bland
Te-or injura cu toti pe rand
Si te vor bate-odorul meu

Si te-or purta si mult si greu;

Lasa-te-vor imand!

Si te vor duce la razboi,

Sa mori tu cel crescut de noil...
la-ti banii pasa! Sunt sarac
Dar fara cal eu ce sfac;

Da-mi calul Tnapoi!"
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Se'ncrunta pasa!l: "Esti nebun?
Voiesti pe ianiceri&i pun

Sa te dea cainilor? Asal

E calul meu, si n'astepta

De doua ori &ti spun!”

- "Al tau? Acel care-l crescu
lubindu-I, cine-i; eu ori tu?
De dreapta cui asculta el,

Din leu turbat facandu-I miel?

Al tau? O pasa, nu!

Al meu e! Pentru calul meu

Ma prind de piept cu Dumnezeu -
Aiinima! Tu poti 4 ai

Mai vrednici si mai mandri cai,

Dar eu, stapane, eu?

Intreaga mila ta o cer!

Alah e drept si-Alah din cer
Va judeca ce-i intre noi,
Ca ni rapesti si i despoi,

M'arunci pe drumaspier.

Si lumea te va blestema,

Ca-i blastem faptuirea ta!

Voi merge, pasaasersesc,
Dar mila voastra n'o primesc -

Ce bine-mi poti tu da?"

Da pasa semn. - 49 dezbracati
Si binele in vergi i-l dati!"

Sar eunucii, vin, il prind -
Sa-ntoarce arabul rasarind

Cu ochii inghetati.
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El scoate galben un pumnal,
Si-un val de sange, rosu val
De sange cald a izvorit
Din nobil-incomatul gat,

Si cade mortul cal.

Sta pasa beat, cu ochi topiti,
Se trag spahiii'ncremeniti,
Si-arabul, Tn genunchi plecat,
Saruta sangele'nchegat

Pe ochii'nghetati.

Sa'ntoarce apoi cu ochiagani
Si-arunca fierul crunt din mani:
- "Te-or razbuna copiii mei!
Si-acum ni taie, dag vrei,

Si-aruncé-ma la canil”

http://www.romanianvoice.com/poezii/poezii/elzordipgnins vopv)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A4HHiY 9pkjG»wn nxpn)
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NN XY DY G NNOVNN NN ,ND NNOX DY N INDIV 71PN INND NINWYI) ... PWIY INMN IR [1DINI)]
)9 YO POV IND DY DY DY 1DONDN ,q0IN KDY N ONIN 0N dNY DY NNINI N MY I
.TON DY, TN DY 1997 RPN )TN TO INN ID¥AVWA TP 12T DIV 7PN KXY M1

173NN DNMN NNPNDNPN P .0

MNNIN DN L

1TV NNNDNN
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170N NYNY DX (1Y)
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LIVUN 7PN N — VOIPIA DD OYTIN PYN D 0P TN DT ,NVIDININT DNIN L (TMIX IR NINRY
N IN ININD IWIN NN ONINN IN L.DYP PN DAX 1THD DN DOVITIVDN .MPIYOP PIY NON
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Bucuresti, si in Bucuresti am avut pe strada Calietoxiei am avut un var optometrist si cind

el a auzit ca eu traiesc totul mi-a dat. Si i-am spus eu: trebuie sa ma intretin dar eu singura, nu

vreau daruri, eu sint tinara. Zice: nu esti numai tinatra esti si frumoasa.

NINWD LOMVMLVMN IV TT 12 Y >N Calea Victorieinnia » mn VP ,LDIPIAN ,NY)

N ND N 72D N DAN MNNY NN PINND 1218 N 1Y MNINNY DON D JN) — DPNI NIRY YNV

(N9 DX NON NPYS P NY NN DN NI .DPYS IN,MIATD
ININ ONY ININN IN DT T [NNXIDID] DOVITIVD TY DY contacbnHNNN To INNY MYV NN N

PIY 92N ND YN NN NN L,DIPN ND W NIV ORNIND THINN DX ORI Dawa TIayd NXI X NN

LYY NI Y OY NN DD ONY WYY NHLOYIN MNNN PYWNN D NN NNIN IN .IYY — NP2
NNP MY OITPIRIYIY ...22TD ) DY WY IR DM ...NT 17T Y 17T DY contacbnnp> nnwn 1o NS
MYYY NN NN ONIINY NINAYNA (YINT) NNV ONIRNA IX ...INY ON D) 7PN DN DY T8 TP
To ¥ N NN IN .. (PHROVITIVD NHN) Menza studenteascan ,mwyY 915 TNX Y5 ROV INWN
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Am venit cu niste prospecte. Vreau sa fac o menmdesteasca pentru astea care n-au unde
minca sa aiba o cafea, un ceai o mincare. A scos 500 de lei, sti ce au fost 500 de lei atuncea?

Si mi-a spus — cu placere si success.

PPV DIDND NN DN PRY NN TPHNOVITIVD NN DOPNY NN NN .DOVPIDINY NN DY YNNI)
NNSXN2Y NN —OY IR PRD 500 7°0 DY NN NYTY NN ,ORD 500 XISIN NIN .D2INY NN L,N9p OND
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Esti un inger. Daca sunt un inger pacat ca nu pabeg
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<IN IN PYIY OTPUYY NN OTIUY DY ¥ NN L DIPN ONINK N ,DID0 I3 YD 7P Money
QW3 NNV NIINN NN ONNND NN DXTN NN IINYI IN PO NN KD T2 PLOYOY 172NN

NN IN L7 12,12 925 17°0O9) NNYRIN OYYA DY (DXNKR) D22 3 NI 92D PN ,NNIN NI INY DTN NIWI)
PN Y — NN YAX,ND NNINY NYDN NNOYNN DI ,TaD (7731D1712) IND 2WI NNIX D) : IINY MNNNL NN
LTINONYOD IR TIVN NRD ONINIYD DO XD TIND

ININD NY2Y PN N

099 ... DN NMPY 19N DY HNIYM OYNT NI DONT TIND NN ¥ NHY /TIYPA ONI) MIN IN .9
NYYPN PNINIYI) 2D STPRI NN IX .Y NN N2 N3 NN MDTY OIDT DY 1T DOV SNV 199N
MY 50 925 [NIN] ,NIDT NN ,I2VET TN IN ,2INT ININA 7PN ,2INT ININA 7PN ,0NYY 12D YNDID)
DN NN ,DINN IRYI NI IND 72) ) ...0Y DY) NT DY NI2YT NYY O8N N0 NN HONINNX ,NPN
MO MAY IMININPY

in)ap AR}

9NN D270 DY 92T NN OO .9

DRIV NN PN IN N

MMM DMNNA , DMV IND NYDP NOYTHIN NAM NN ONWY NYOINX 1PN 1D .Y NN PYIY N .9
2210 AN THY T DY NINON NN ONRIN : IIN) MON NN NI 7N ONINIY N0 NN NI IX )N
DOWO NN NY NN L.ININD DY TV DOYWHY DI51D NN INY NN NX ONX) 70-80 1991 »'p 150
TN ,NT ITINTN IX NIITN YHN OOWTIN 9-8 NN ...V DT MY ONYT .THN DY NN , 0105
N

oMM NN N
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NN DO NN IO )M XIN T 7D TIT 12 P ¥ VDIPIAD : NN NN .OM2TH NN XOAND NN PN .9
395 9 PN POVTN L.NIAD PR O PN IN .DMIAT DY ONNIN NN NIV NN NN NN LOMIAN
MNYIN IN .Y NTIN — 2NN IO OV YD NYDN RY NN : TN NIM DN 7T 7N IR INIWD INyoIY
MINY IMN DIOND 1IN NN DIAN YD PIN NNOYNNN INWN N2 NN 1951 "NMOYN YWD DRIV

TITPN SNRIVI NITI MINK ONNOT MIN IND T INK) .NNPYN SNNINY 210 291 NN D NP
SNYT R INY (NYIND Nda) sticla pisataby ond nnw 15 M
Cind am venit acolo la Cluj, am facut trei saptant@mperatura mare aia care ma-u luat la

clinica si ma-u tinut trei luni de zile acolo si m-iau facutm) mi-a scos NN v
IPRNM NPXOYPO MR INPHY NON M) DIN MY DYDY TUN STPVY IDPY 0V SNIINYI)
(NN DD XY INININ MM OD WY NHY DVTIN TYIDY SIMIN
YPINN IO INNY NITYN TYL P IX ,NNTIN ONNO0N KD MIN Y2 MINDD VY D) M)A N NI
WNIN NN DINY 9 TON TN MOV DX 1PNYY YA »vavarata ca ieste 1mnx 1pr8In /9n9m ININ
.MNY NOYND NI NITYN TNy NODPY NPPIIN D DWY YOONDN NN AT NP TYY NI
DY) N9 NNV NN DOV N NNMD D NXOAN RO DNV ND STHIVYYY MIRY NN NIINIAN 1T AN
19992 IX2) .0WPNN DY 7PN XD N9 ON XD IN NIT ON YT NN : NIAN NI TPNOPIT NNMN O) NOM
,NNY DP DIVDMD (MNINYI) : TN PYSY IPYIOIT 97T DI 99122 DM NYOIV MINN NN NN THN
VIVI .20 PN D3N ANINN NX D NRIN NIN TDIVDMD) D NN HONORY IX ...11PNND OP DIVDD
NN 7Y D) PVINSVIN YNVIX O STHPYUY TIPY DIV dNYIN NI .0NN DY D .00 AP NT TINND
ORIV ONYIN NI . PNNNN RIN NINK D 2INID IPOYN NN NMIVHN KD 2ANOM 97T )NPNY DY D PN
YTPYY NN NI ONINN NN MINPAVNIT A0 MWYD I8N NMOYN WYY ,NOY DM2TN NN YNXIAN 19I)
NN 199,195 N ,MNYN NN 1NN IND TN JOT N2D OV ONON XD WY KDY DN N (NMN)) NN
2 990N
MVVP IO NI
LR AN NININY NDID MNINRY NN NODY NN MIN,PYWIY 191D XD NN HINIIN .INN DWW NYD 7PN .9
22192 Y2>awa NV DDMNX NNY ,MPN DI XNMIX INDY ,NNY DD NYIY SNMN MNIRY TY DN
N7V D NN DM OY 1ITY 0N NHN DY INIY DN ,NNY DXTHN) DOWIX TI DI MM .1 NI TN
790927 7PN 92¥T RINY 7Y DM 9D 111N 12T DY 12 NIMYRI MNAWN NN TIY P2 MIVKRI
VP2 ONINN — NDMIN DT DD O NN INOYNNDIN XD NINY IIWN DN .(NYPIAL — 7N
SJONNDTPR NIRY D2)2 DOWTIN MWW 195N D Wy DOOWITN 2NN dNOP 7T 1M YT N
,OONN L TPNIN NN, TINN MY 5Ny 1112y TNDD 1Y DN G0 D3 DOVTIN NYIYH

TAN GN D PR )Y TON NNAYNN D - 1IN ONINNY TN DY NNYD SNYDI NN IN .1PIIY NN 7O
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NN NTMD NRYI — MWYYY NN DOYTY ROW IND NN XD 121 D2 )N .Jan — DI vpn ,0% vpn N
MNYIN NI DN DY WDV IN D»NYI NV MIIN NN DY Ty DIAPY YD TdY Myw 8 NN
PYIY NMIN ... DIPN DY ,IMDAN DY VPLIP SNNPY NN — DTPN NINY N¥I DMIN ON) .NIN¥IN
DM 7T DY ANINN DX ONRNN MY ONYT KD )ONIDT XD NN OVWTN O MINID N NI12yN2
,MIVY DI ONIN INY INX AN DN MAINI P2 PIY IR NI ...(N1NI)) 7222w NT M HDOMNX ORY
NN ,MPY DI 7PN IN ONTIY NIRY P NT,INIWNA XY MY YIN NN ONY YNI120N IN .INIYNI NN
oTp NN ..oY M, | don't care, | don’t caréax wxan Yyn N55 HYNIN,NNAYNN NN WYY
97122 N7y ,0ND Dawa P01 OY PN KD ,TPYMIND '91I9D) ,7 12 71PN NN 2D 2 RO IMN ©)OND
NV TN 52w Y PPV YT DND DAPD XTI .NIADI NPV -NNPONX ,ONDN DX ONYDP MIOINA
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,IN2Y DND TN UTIN DD MO 120 WIDN ,q0D 5ava »Tayn NN ONTPNN IN ,I2T PN INN
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PN D PN NON DY NIN DDV NY 7PN 2D MIYYN NN N2 1IN PID2 .UKID DD DIV NINN NN
LDMONT TINGD ,DO9W 4 RON DN 1D N9 XD NVNY TY DNVOP PN DN OITIN PN NIAN KW NI
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7 92 1Y 990 M2 MY dNOTY DY NXANVXY 1957 DN NNNDNN MINRY 199 .0>TD 4 1NN NN
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17OV DXNRN DY D 9D N
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DIND MINY NN

109092 MNN T2 NP .0
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Sus pe cer sunt multe stele
Dar nic unu dintre iele

Nui ca oci mami mle.
THRNN IN (MVOTH PNN NIPYI NIDN MNINI) 65.5 -ND ,66 12 DN NIN MYV 60 A0 NT 01PN XD M
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Deportatii din Dorohoi Ia trecerea Nistrului spre Transnistria,
iunic 10, 1942

180

19 .91 NIV



:10 .91 N9D)

Banca Comerciala Romana - Sediul central:

Bucuresti, B-dul Regina Elisabeta nr.5.
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Speech given hy Mr. ION ILIESCU, President of Romania, at the meeting

dedicated to the Holocaust Remembrance Day in Romania - Octoher 12,2004 -

Messrs Presidents of the Legislative Bodies,

Your Holiness, Father Patriarch,

Your Eminence, Chief Rabbi

Honorable religious leaders,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Ambassadors,

Dear guests,

Having emerged from the darkness of totalitarianism, Romania has embarked on a long and
not so easy road to the recovery of memory and assumption of responsibility, in keeping with
the moral and political values grounding its new status as a democratic country, a dignified
member of the Euro-Atlantic community.

Upon deciding to establish a “Holocaust Remembrance Day,” we intended to bring pious
homage to all those who suffered as a result of the discriminatory, antisemitic and racist
policies promoted by the Romanian state in a troubled moment of our national history. This
dark chapter in our recent past, when the Romanian Jews became victims of the tragedy of the
Holocaust, must not be forgotten or minimized. While paying homage to the dead and
deported, to those forced to leave the country, to those deprived of their belongings, of their
rights and liberties guaranteed by the Constitution, and treated like inferior beings, we search
our conscience and try to understand the causes and consequences of our abdication of the
values and traditions of our people, of the obligations assumed following the Great Union of
1918.

A critical evaluation of the past is always necessary, so as not to forget it, but also to set with

clarity the landmarks of our effort to build ourselves, as part of constructing the future of our
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nation. Such remembrance is all the more appropwatmn it refers to tragic events befallen

for so long by an unmotivated silence.

Ladies and gentlemen,

The outbreak of World War 1l found Romania unprepared to face its multiple challenges.
Under the shield of neutrality, proclaimed almost immediately, the Romanian

{PAGE }

A significant aspect, practically the most important chapter of the Holocaust in Romania,
refers to the deportations. Initially, the regime led by lon Antonescu planned the deportation
of all citizens of Jewish origin from Bessarabia and Bukovina, following that later on, the
citizens of Jewish origin from other areas of the country would be subjected to the same
policy. The place chosen for deportation was Transnistria, the territory between the Dniester
and the Bug that came under Romanian administration.

Massive deportations started on October 9, 1941, and continued for a year. Romanian
citizens, our fellow men, about 120,000 of them, were taken from their homes and embarked
on true death trains or marched through rain and snow tens and hundreds of miles, across the
Dniester. On the way, as well as in Transnistria, many thousands Jews died as a result of the
inhuman treatment, freezing, illness, or even shooting.

In memory of these people, at the proposal of several organizations of Holocaust survivors
and the Federation of Jewish Communities in Romania, as well as from the consciousness of
our moral duty to the memory of the Romanian Jews who had to suffer during those terrible
years, the government has decided to make October 9 the annual Holocaust Remembrance
Day in Romania.

Deportations were not the only component of the Holocaust. | will only mention the
retaliations of October 1941 in Odessa, following the explosion of the city’s Romanian
Military Command. In August 1942 the Romanian side was presented with a plan prepared by

the German authorities that aimed to send all Romanian Jews to the Belzec death camp.
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However, this plan was never put into practice, Antbnescu decided in October 1942 to put

a stop to the deportations to Transnistria.

It must be said here that the evolution of the attitude of lon Antonescu’s regime in this regard
was determined by the evolution of the war. In the phase of German victories on the Eastern
front, repression against the Jewish population reached its height, and the regime’s leaders
often stated that the so-called Jewish problem was almost solved. As the tides of war changed,
the attitude of lon Antonescu’s regime became more nuanced, and measures were taken that
limited the number of victims. This resulted in Romania being one of Germany’s allies where
a significant part of the Jewish population on its territory managed to survive. Moreover,
many Jews of Northern Transylvania, under Horthyst occupation at the time, succeeded in
saving themselves by fleeing to Romania with the help of Romanian citizens and the tacit
agreement of some officials.

{PAGE }

The terrible tragedy of the Holocaust was possible due to the complicity of top state
institutions—secret services, army, police, et cetera, as well as of those who executed, often
overzealously, Marshal Antonescu’s orders.

On this Holocaust Remembrance Day it is also natural to mention the fact that many
personalities—politicians, high priests, military officers, writers, journalists, actors, other
public figures—intervened with the state authorities to cancel, or at least to ease, certain
frustrating and repressive measures. Many Romanians, known or unknown, risked their
freedom, and even their lives, to save their Jewish fellow men from death. Those who are
known are acknowledged today by the State of Israel as “Righteous among Nations,” and we
are certain that many others are going to be found from now on. Recently, a Romanian priest
was awarded, at a venerable age, this high distinction for his courage to help his Jewish fellow
men in Transnistria. Such deeds ennoble a human being and the community to which he or

she belongs. Mention must be also made of other similar acts of human solidarity in support
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of Jewish compatriots made by many simple Romanigugh as the Transylvanian
Romanians who, as we have reminded here, helped many Jews in occupied Transylvania
illegally cross the border to Romania.

We bring homage today to the resistance of the Jewish community, which knew how to
organize itself so as to oppose the tragedy and ensure its existence and continuity. From the
organization of its own educational system under circumstances in which young Jews were
forbidden access to state schools, to continuing its specific cultural life, including the
functioning of the Barasheum Theater, from the repeated interventions by the authorities to
acts of revolt, from the support granted to the deportees by those who had remained in the
country to actions designed to help organize the emigration of thousands of Jews to Palestine.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Commemorating for the first time the Holocaust Remembrance Day in Romania, | take the
opportunity of this solemn reunion to propose that we all bow down before the memory of the
victims of this tragic event, which is part of our past, just as the representatives of the
religions living together in Romania have done under our administration. According to the
latest research, over 250,000 people were killed during the Holocaust in the territories under
Romanian administration for the sole guilt of having been born Jews, destroying people for
their origin. To these we must also add the over 12,000 citizens of Roma descent who died in
Transnistria in similar circumstances.

{PAGE }

The Holocaust was one of those serious historical issues whose approach was avoided both
during the communist regime and after 1990. There were attempts to hide the facts, or even
distortions of the truth. In not a few cases there was also a transfer of responsibility. The lon
Antonescu regime was credited, for instance, with having saved the approximately 400,000

Jews who were still alive at the end of the war, while the liquidation of the over 250,000 Jews
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of Romania and the occupied Soviet territories wased into the responsibility of the

German troops in the country and Berlin’s orders.
Undoubtedly, Germany’s Nazi regime bears the main responsibility for the European
Holocaust. But it is lon Antonescu’s regime that is responsible for the initiation and
organization of the repressive actions and extermination measures directed against the
Jews of Romania and the territories under Romanian administration. Reality cannot, and
must not, be concealed. Assumption of one’s own past, with its goods and evils, is not just
an exercise in honesty but also the proof of a democratic conscience, of the responsibility
of the Romanian state’s leadership, which, at a turning point in its history, did not manage
to rise up to its essential mission, namely, to ensure the security of all its citizens,

regardless of their ethnic origins.

The Holocaust tragedy has today a special significance. Such a tragedy must never be
repeated, and for that, no effort is too small for the younger generations to know and
understand the entire truth. This is the best way to prevent future repetition of the past’'s
tragedies.

An international commission was established for the in-depth study of the Holocaust in
Romania, which includes renowned experts led by Professor Elie Wiesel, a native of Romania
and winner of the Nobel Prize for Peace. The Commission’s report will be presented in a few
weeks at a meeting to be held in Bucharest. The document shall provide the basis for a
complete activity of future investigation into this tragic phenomenon and informing public
opinion, particularly the young generation. In its turn, the Ministry of Education and Research
has decided to include in the school curricula an optional course dedicated to the Holocaust in
Romania. We also see with satisfaction that the press, radio, and television stations have
lately devoted increasing space to this phenomenon, approaching it from objective positions.
These actions are part of a wider program that aims at knowledge of the past and the events

related to the Holocaust. This program includes the adoption of legislative measures banning
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fascist, racist, xenophobic, and antisemitic orgaions and symbols as well as the cult of
persons guilty of crimes against humanity and peace. The first such measure was taken

{PAGE }

by the government in March 2002 and was met with satisfaction by the Jewish organizations
and the overwhelming majority of public opinion.

Also as of 2002, the National Defense College has been organizing a course in the history of
the Holocaust. All these represent the implementation of the commitments made by Romania
when joining the Final Declaration of the International Forum on the Holocaust in Stockholm,
a group established in 1998 at the initiative of Prime Minister Goran Persson, with the aim of
promoting education meant to remember the tragedy of the Holocaust and stimulate the
historical research of this phenomenon.

We sincerely wish to understand why, in a country like Romania, which in 1918 had managed
to fulfill its destiny through the Great Union of December 1, which had taken an ascendant
course of economic and social development, which had political structures and institutions
compatible with the great Western democracies, and which had successfully integrated the
values of Western culture and civilization, the development of such a virulent antisemitic
trend, which degenerated into the monstrosities of the Holocaust, was possible. The interwar
Romanian antisemitism was the result of a democratic failure and of the refusal of the
political elite and a large part of the intellectual elite to assume this failure. It also was a
serious moral perversion.

When a nation suffers from a trauma of the kind suffered by Romania in the forties, it can
lose its way in the absence of a civic spirit and a consciousness of values and moral duty.
There is, however, no excuse for those who cynically and cold-bloodedly sent their fellow

citizens to death, who discriminated, humiliated, and excluded them from society.
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The recent past obligates us to create mechanisthénatitutions designed to serve as the
society’s antibodies against these illnesses of the spirit that are racism, antisemitism,
xenophobia.
This time, Romanians and Jews are on the same side of the barricade, a sign that we have
learned the lesson of solidarity and mutual respect.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
In my opinion, the Holocaust Remembrance Day should lead, first and foremost, to a
deeper knowledge of this collective tragedy. Beyond the concrete historical facts, very
important are the educational aspects, the change in the perception of an event of such

tragic dimensions.

{PAGE }

{PAGE } This first commemoration of October 9 should mark the conscious and sincere
assumption of a painful episode of our national history, which the public conscience and our
collective memory must neither conceal, nor hide, nor relativize in significance.

Looking forward to the future, tenaciously pursuing the objectives that await us as members
of the North-Atlantic Alliance and future members of the European Union, we have the duty

to understand and assume all the moments and lessons of the past. Holocaust Remembrance
Day should be a moment of reflection for all of us, an occasion to meditate on totalitarianism
and its tragic consequences, on community relations and values of human solidarity, on the
perennially of democracy, legality, and the respect for the fundamental rights and liberties of

citizens.
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Abstract:

Theme and purpose:

This research is about personal stories of Romanian women, Holocaust survivors.
This research aims to highlight the women's voices and to call attention to their

uniqueness in comparison to men's personal stories of survival.

Research topics:

A. This research raises the issue of these women's unique ways of coping with their
problems, while analyzing male survivors' personal narratives from similar situations
before, during and after the war, through literary framework.
1. How did these women keep their femininity and use it in order to overcome
the war?
2. How did they rehabilitate themselves after the war while integrating in the
work market and finding immediate financial resources?
3. How did their emphasis on education effect their attitudes towards finding a
profession? How did they select their profession?
4. How did they cope with pregnancies, giving birth, taking care of children
and overall establishing new family units?
5. How did they care for their parents (if they were still alive)?
6. What are their world-views as people who went through impossible
ordeals during the Holocaust?
B. The Literary design of the personal narrative (structure, characters, style and use of

language.



C. The design of the narrative telling event (interviewer-interviewee communication,
the situation, the style of narrative telling).

D. The researcher's position in the study (an in-community and in-family research).

Methodology:

This research is based in field work, and then analysis of recorded personal narratives
by means of theoretical research used in literature, folklore, culture and feminism.
These frameworks assisted in the comprehension of the historical background, the
way of life and culture in Eastern Europe of that time. They also helped to define the
"Personal Narratives" in comparison to "Life Stories" and "Diaries" which were
already written. It assisted in locating this research. Feminist theories also provided
tools for understanding and analyzing these women's self-perception and the ways in

which they were perceived by men.

Work plan:

1. Finding potential interviewees able to tell stories and willing to cooperate.

2. Scheduling 17 open interviews with fourteen women and three men. The
interviews aimed to raise subjects for discussion and develop a general
concept of the time and place.

3. Focusing on in-depth interviews with four interviewees (two women and two
men) whose narratives were then analyzed. These interviews aimed to get at a
more thorough understanding of the time, place and the tellers' actions.

4. Comparing the women's narratives with the men's, drawing conclusions about

the different experiences and actions by gender.



The unigue contribution of this research:

A vast amount of research has been conducted about the Holocaust reflecting on it
from different angles. These studies deal with the different historical events, different
groups (children, refugees, families) and different communities, but in the recent
years, social science has turned its attention to researching women's location in the
Holocaust.

The uniqueness of this study is its specific attention to women's personal narratives in
the congregation in which | was raised and educated, and upon which not enough
research has been conducted. The field of testimonial analysis of Holocaust survivors
as stories is new in itself. The Romanian Jewish community is combined of quiet
people, sometimes even hiding their European roots. All they ask for is to be included
completely in their community. And indeed they succeeded. In most cases the people
in this community do not disclose their origin. This way, with the passing years, these
Jews have become swallowed by Israeli society and have become nearly
indistinguishable. The following research enables the older women's generation to
raise their voices and to express their most private experiences as they see fit. This
study highlights their uniqueness, emphasizing their distinct culture and Jewish
heritage to which they were and still are deeply connected.

Structure of research paper:

This study is divided into three chapters dealing with different perspectives of the
Holocaust experience.
1. Introduction — Reviews in detail the relevant folkloristic, literary and feminist
framework.
2. First Chapter — Is devoted entirely to the feminine voice and within it, in-depth

analyses of two outstanding stories. The personal narratives of Mrs. Fany



Itzkovich and Mrs. Gabi Moskovich, represents the woman as a mother and
the woman as a personal career maker, respectively.

. Second Chapter — In which the personal narratives of two men, Shimon Giladi
and Haim Kaufman, are discussed. The goal of this chapter is to reinforce the
idea that women did experience the Holocaust differently from men, and that
the women's actions were indeed specific to their gender.

. Third Chapter — Here the previous chapters are compared and contrasted and a
cross-breeding of the women's and men's stories are discussed in light of
unique comparison subjects in the women's narratives. Out of this comparison
conclusions were drawn. All seventeen interviews are included in this chapter
in order to compare them and to extract a wider overview of that period from
the teller's angle.

Epilogue — Stresses the position of the researcher in this research as part of
the studied community and as part of an in-family research. It specifies the

process the researcher and interviewees went through during the study.
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